
The Portuguese Common Bird Monitoring Programme (CAC – Censo de Aves Comuns) began in 2004 and is managed by SPEA – BirdLife in Portugal. 

The main objectives are:

Introduction

Methods

First Results 2004-05

Data were obtained from 55 squares in 2004 and 58 in 2005, resulting in over 2100 point-locations, 17000 records and 42000 birds detected. Among 

the major habitat types, ca. 36% of points are in forest, 33% in agricultural areas, 8% in scrub and 8% in urban areas.
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Common Bird Monitoring in Portugal: first results

The sample unit are the 10x10 km squares, that are selected on a

random basis within each country district. 

Fieldwork is conducted by volunteers, each of whom is responsible for a 

square, in which 20-30 point count locations are defined, with the aim of 

giving representative cover of the habitats within the square.

Above all, we thank the numerous field volunteers, who make this programme possible through their fantastic efforts. We are extremely grateful to the RSPB and CELPA for financial assistance, to Petr
Vorisek and Arco van Strien for advice and support from EBCC. Luis Costa (SPEA), Jose-Pedro Tavares (RSPB), Domingos Leitão (SPEA-Rural Programme) and Ivan Ramirez (SPEA- IBA’s
Programme) have provided valuable support to the scheme throughout. We also want to thank to Gonçalo Elias for its great contribution to the project, as Coordinator, until 2006. Thank to Faísca for the 
photographs.

During 2006, the Portuguese government adopted a Common Bird Index derived from CAC as a Sustainable Development Indicator, and SPEA is working to determine the best 

way to produce this index. It is also encouraging that, during 2006 data from CAC were submitted to the Pan-European Common Bird Index for the first time.

As an indication of the extent to which Portugal still retains good populations of farmland birds that are declining at an european

level, Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra is also in the top 10 species for both abundance and distribution. Other declining species of 

low-intensity farmland such as Woodlark Lullula arborea, Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator and European Hoopoe Upupa epops

are all counted in reasonably large numbers. 

It is too early to start adducing population trends from CAC data. However, comparison 

of 2004 and 2005 data showed some interesting fluctuations, such as substantial 

drops in populations of cold-sensitive resident species, such as Zitting Cisticola

Cisticola juncidis, Sardinian Warbler, and Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes, 

following a relatively harsh 2004/5 winter (see Fig. 3). Mixed fortunes among the 

migrants included substantial increases in House Martin and European Bee-eater 

Merops apiaster, but a decrease in Hoopoe numbers.

Observers conduct two 5-min point-

counts – one in April and one in May – at 

each location. Habitat information is 

recorded at each point every year. 

Fig.1: European countries with established 
Common Bird Monitoring schemes (green)
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- Definition of the list of species for each national composite 

index (farmland, forest and other), 

- Start of the monitoring programme in Azores (2007); 

- Establishment of a new database (adapted from SACRE, 

Spanish scheme) that will allow the volunteers to directly enter

and submit their own data; 

- Organisation of 1 day field training sessions for CAC 

volunteers.

Present and Future steps

Fig. 5: Number of squares 
visited per year in each region 
(total nr. in bars)

Fig. 4: Distribution of 10x10 km
squares in 2004-05

Fig. 4 shows that the Centre- South and West 

regions are substantially better sampled than 

North and Interior, where the number of 

potential volunteers is lower.

Although the total number of visited squares 

in Portugal has been roughly stable since 

2004, an analyses by region shows an 

increase in the Centre and South regions, 

and a decrease in the North and Madeira 

island. 

- Create a brochure to share the project with the general public;

- Produce a report for the period 2004-2006; 

- Calculate the first set of national indices and submit them to the 

Portuguese government

- Most of the CAC team is working voluntarily. It is very important 

to find medium-long term financial support for the project.

A total of 192 species, including vagrants and passage migrants, has been recorded thus far. Unsurprisingly, the most abundant species is the 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus, while the Eurasian blackbird Turdus merula is the most widespread. Among the most abundant species are 

European Serin Serinus serinus, Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica, House Martin Delichon urbicum, European Greenfinch Carduelis chloris, Common 

Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos and Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala. 

Fig 3. Population index change between 2004 and 2005 in 
some cold-sensitive resident species

Fig. 2: Map of a 10x10 km square, with
24 point count locations (blue dots)
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- to analyse  the population trends of common breeding bird species and use them as an indicator of the state of Portuguese biodiversity;

- to participate in the PECBM scheme, contributing yearly with our national data to the European Indicators.

Some of the recent (2006/07) achievements: Next steps:
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